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Outline of Bamidbar
•The Torah portion derives its title from v1:1 “In the 
wilderness" and covers:
•Numbers 1:1    | Israel’s First Census
•Numbers 2:1    | Camps and Marching Order
•Numbers 3:1    | Moses, Aaron, and Aaron’s Sons
•Numbers 3:5    | Levite Duties (Overview)
•Numbers 3:14  | Levite Census
•Numbers 3:25  | Levite Duties (by Family)
•Numbers 3:40  | Redemption of the Firstborn
•Numbers 4:1    | Preparing the Tabernacle to be 

Moved



• In Israel’s First Census who were counted?
A.All men and women 20 years or older 
B.Only men 18 years or older
C.None of the above

Numbers 1:1-54 | Israel’s First Census



• v2-3 The Census numbered the men 20 years or 
older and was used to create the army
• v4 One leader of 1000s from each tribe (except  
Levi) was assigned to help Moses with the army
• v18 All the men gathered on the 1st day of the 
2nd month to declare their lineage to and take 
their place with one of the 12 Tribes

Numbers 1:1-54 | Israel’s First Census

The Census gave each man a tribal identity to 
help transform them from their previous identity 

as Egyptian Slaves to one of a Free Nation



• v51 The Levites were assigned to pitch and 
dismantle the Tabernacle.  As well, any non-
Priest who approached the Tabernacle was to 
be put to death.
• v53 Levites told to camp around the Tabernacle

Numbers 1:1-54 | Israel’s First Census, cont’d



Numbers 2:1-34 | Camps and Marching Order

v17 Then (after Reuben) 
the Tabernacle will 
move out with the camp 
of the Levites, which is 
in the middle of the 
camps—just as they 
were in camp, each 
person in his own place 
under his own 
appropriate standard.



•Why did Nadab and Abihu (who were 
consecrated by their father, Aaron, to be 
priests) die before Adonai?
A.They ate the bread from the Table of 

Showbread
B.They offered unauthorized fire to Adonai
C.They were smoking behind the Tent of 

Meeting

Numbers 3:1-4 | Moses, Aaron, and Aaron’s Sons



• v1-2 The generations of Aaron and Moses at the 
time Adonai spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai 
were: Aaron’s sons: Nadab the first-born, Abihu, 
Eleazar and Ithamar.  
• v3-4 The sons of Aaron were the anointed 
kohanim whom Aaron consecrated to be 
priests, but Nadab and Abihu died before 
Adonai for offering unauthorized fire (incense) 
before Adonai in the Sinai wilderness.  They 
had no children so Eleazar and Ithamar served 
as kohanim under Aaron their father (in the 
place of Nadab and Abihu).

Numbers 3:1-4 | Moses, Aaron, and Aaron’s Sons



• v25-26 Gershonites duties were the Tabernacle, 
the tent, its coverings, the curtain of the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, the curtains of 
the courtyard, the screen of the entrance of the 
courtyard around the Tabernacle and altar, its 
ropes and all related to its use. 
• v31 Kohathites were responsible for the Ark, 
the table, the menorah, the altars, and the 
implements of the Sanctuary used in service 
with them, the curtain and all involved with its 
use.

Numbers 3:5-10,25-37 | Levite Duties



• v32,38 Moses, Aaron, and his sons, the kohanim 
(priests), had the duty of taking care of the 
Sanctuary on behalf of Bnei-Yisrael. 
• v36-37 The sons of Merari were appointed over 
the care of the frames of the Tabernacle, its 
crossbars, posts, bases, and all equipment for 
its use, the posts of the surrounding courtyard, 
their bases, pegs and ropes.

Numbers 3:5-10,25-37 | Levite Duties, cont’d



• v14-16 Adonai spoke in the Sinai wilderness to 
Moses saying, “Count the sons of Levi. 
According to their ancestral house, by their 
families, every male a month old and upward 
you are to number them.” 
• v39 All the Levites counted by Moses and Aaron 
at the word of Adonai, by their families, 
inclusive of every male one month old and 
upward, were 22,000.

Numbers 3:14-39 | Levite Census



• v40-41 Adonai tells Moses to Count every 
firstborn male of Bnei-Yisrael from one month 
old and upward and then set the Levites apart 
for Him in place of all the firstborn of Bnei-
Yisrael, plus all the livestock of the Levites in 
place of the firstborn of the livestock of Bnei-
Yisrael. 
• v42-43 So Moses counted all the firstborn of 
Bnei-Yisrael as Adonai commanded him.  The 
sum total of the firstborn males of Bnei-Yisrael, 
one month old and upward, listed by name, was 
22,273.

Numbers 3:40-51 | Redemption of the Firstborn



• v46-48 “To redeem the 273 firstborn of Bnei-
Yisrael exceeding the number of the Levites, 
you are to collect five shekels for each, based 
on the shekel of the Sanctuary...  Give the 
money… to Aaron and his sons.”  
• v50 From the firstborn of Bnei-Yisrael he 
collected silver weighing 1365 shekels 
(= 500.3 ounces = $7504.50 @ $15/oz)

Numbers 3:40-51 | Redemption of the Firstborn, cont’d



• v1-3 Adonai tells Moses and Aaron to take a 
census of the sons of Kohath from among the 
sons of Levi, …everyone from 30 years of age to 
50 to do the work in the Tent of Meeting. 
• v5-6 Whenever the camp is about to move out, 
Aaron and his sons are to take down the 
shielding curtain and cover the Ark with it.  
Then they are to cover this with tachash hide, 
then spread over it a cloth of solid blue…

Numbers 4:1-20 | Preparing the Tabernacle to be Moved

[tachash ( ׁשַחַּת ) = Porpoise? Badger? 
Antelope? Ram? 50’ Unicorn? A dye color?



•What will happen if someone who is not of the 
Kohanim/Priests (i.e., Aaron and his sons) takes 
a peek at any of the Holy objects in the 
Sanctuary?
A.They will turn to stone
B.They will be taken outside the camp and 

shot by the Priests
C.They will die instantly 
D.Nothing (anyone can look at them)

Numbers 4:1-20 | Preparing the Tabernacle to be Moved, cont’d



• v15-19 Adonai tells Moses and Aaron to protect 
the Kohathites families from death by allowing 
Aaron and his sons to pack up and cover the 
Sanctuary and all its holy implements before 
the sons of Kohath come to do the carrying
• v20 Adonai says, “But the Kohathites are not to 
go in to look at what is holy, not even 
momentarily, or they will die.”

Numbers 4:1-20 | Preparing the Tabernacle to be Moved, cont’d



Bamidbar Highlights and Takeaways

• The purpose of the wilderness 
journey was to take the Egypt out 
of the Israelites by transforming 
their slave identities into a battle-
ready Nation of Tribes (Num. 1)
• Adonai is an Elohim of Order 
(Num. 2, 3:4)
• Adonai’s redeeming of the 
firstborn of Israel with the 
firstborn of the Levites 
foreshadowed His redeeming of 
the world with His Son (Num. 3:41)



Main Message





1. Correct Priorities (i.e. Church 1st)

2. Continued Prayer To God

3. Turn From Evil and Follow Torah

*Your Holiness ≥ King David

*Rewarded With “Competent Males”

2 Chronicles 7:11-18



• Leviticus 23:15-21
• Mathew 5:17-20
• Acts 2:1-16
• Joel 2:28-32
• Jeremiah 31:31-34
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Is it about Calling or Obedience? 
Commandments or Grace?

Checklists or Intent?

Sanctification or Salvation?

Torah or the Holy Spirit?



Downsides To Each
Judges 17:1-6 Following Heart or Spirit

John 8:3-5 Following The Torah



• For what does it profit a man to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his soul? (Mark 8:36 ESV)

• Each one must give (obey) as he decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7 ESV)

• Do not be conformed to this world,but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good… (Romans 12:2 ESV)
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